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XVI.—On some Eastern Owls. By J. H. Gurney. 


Havine recently had the opportunity, through the kindness 
of Captain R. G. Wardlaw Ramsay, of examining the fine 
series of Strigidz collected by the late Lord Tweeddale, I 
am desirous of recording a few remarks on some of the 
specimens in that collection, and also on a few of the Owls 
in the Norwich Museum. 

The paper on a collection of birds from the district of 
Lampong in S.E. Sumatra, which was communicated by 
Lord Tweeddale to ‘The Ibis’ for 1877, contains a mention 
of two specimens of Ninov scutulata, which formed part of 
that collection, but only describes them, at p. 287, as 
“ absolutely identical with the Malaccan individuals in mus. 
nostr.” As this species was originally, but not very fully, 
described by Sir R. S. Raffles from a Sumatran example, I 
have thought it desirable to record the following additional 
particulars of the two specimens referred to in Lord Tweed- 
dale’s paper; they are very nearly of the same size, and 
` measure as under, the sex not having been recorded :— 


Middle 

Wing. Tarsus. toe s. w. 
No Meee a T 7°45 1-10 1:10 
NO 2 assists E > 7°50 1:20 1:00 


In both specimens the fourth primary is the longest, but 
the third very nearly equals it; the axillaries are barred with 
alternate bands of white and dark brown, and the number of 
dark transverse bars on the tail is four, 

Captain Wardlaw Ramsay’s Museum contains four skins 
of a Ninox from the Nicobar Islands, which perhaps cannot 
be separated from N. scutulata, though it differs from the 
two Sumatran specimens above mentioned in the somewhat 
more ferruginous tints of the wing-coverts and of the dark 
markings on the under surface, especially the latter, in the 
more numerous dark caudal cross bars (five in three speci- 
mens and six in the fourth), and in two skins out of the four 
having the axillaries of an unbarred fulvous. In all these 
respects the birds im question approach the allied smaller 
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species (N. affinis); but in size they agree better with N. 
scutulata, measuring as under— 


Middle 

Wing. Tarsus. toe s. u. 
©. Trinta ... 2... ae. T30 1:00 1:10 
OF WOR ee e e 8-00 1:05 1:20 
ae only marked “ one 8-10 1-00 110 
Ditto ditto cae a 8:20 1:10 1:10 


I subjoin for comparison the following measurements of 
three Andaman specimens of N. affinis, also in the possession 
of Captain Wardlaw Ramsay :— 


Middle 

Wing. Tarsus. toe s. te. 
g. Port Blair...... RE n 6°95 1:10 1:10 
3d.” do. a Anooi 6:85 1:05 0:90 
Q. dO ae o ee aE avers 6:90 1:00 1:00 


These three specimens all have five dark cross bars on the 
tail, and the axillaries are unbarred fulvous. 

Mr. Hume states in ‘Stray Feathers,’ vol. iv. p. 285, that 
two “races” of Ninov occur in the Nicobar Islands, the smaller 
of which he identifies with N. afinis ; but the only examples 
of N. affinis which I have personally examined are the three 
from the Andamans above referred to. 

In Lord Tweeddale’s list of a collection of birds from 
Zamboanga, in the island of Mindanao, published in the 
Proc. Zool. Soc. for 1878, he mentioned (p. 940) two spe- 
cimens of Ninox which he there referred to N. lugubris, also 
quoting a remark of mine as to the remarkable rufous 
tint on the outer webs of the primaries in these two speci- 
mens; I have now re-examined them, and desire to add a 
note as to the colour of the paler imterspaces on the tail, 
which, in both, are decidedly tinged with rufous, though not 
so brightly on the outer webs of the primarics. Both these 
specimens have five dark cross bars on the tail, and the 
axillaries are cross-barred with dark brown and fulvous 
alternately. 

Amongst the races very nearly allied to Ninog lugubris, 
and, so far as I can judge, not really distinct from it, is 
N. burmanica, Hume. Captain Wardlaw Ramsay possesses 
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several sexed examples of this form collected at Tonghoo, 
from which I have noted the following measurements, that 
may perhaps be worth recording :— 


Wing. Tarsus. 
MA A E 8:80 1:10 
Oah L pera Oren 8:60 1:20 

8:50 1:10 
Eiye females < Sveeewcie eee to to 

38:95 1:20 


An unsexed specimen in the same collection from Assam, 
apparently referable to the same race, has a wing-measure- 
ment of 9:10, with the tarsus 1°20. 

One of the scarcer species of Ninox in Captain Wardlaw 
Ramsay’s collection is N. obscura, a native of the Andaman 
Islands, which bears a curious similarity in the nearly 
uniform fuscous coloration of its underparts to the more 
southern N. theomacha, from which, however, it is readily 
distinguishable by its larger size and darker abdomen, as 
well as by the tail (which is only partially cross-barred in 
N. theomacha) having from four to five dark transverse bars, 
and also bearing a white tip. 

I have taken the following measurements from Captain 
Wardlaw Ramsay’s three specimens of N. obscura, which, if 
correctly sexed, exhibit the curious peculiarity of the male 
bird being longer in the wing than the two females ; I may 
add that one of the latter has several snow-white feathers 
on the nape, which bear the appearance of an accidental 
variation :— 


Middle 

Wing. Tarsus. toe s. u. 
g. South Andamans.. sj... . ++ 8:80 TEIKO 1:20 
oe doy... se eshutuenes 8:40 1:10 1:20 
Q. dos 7 as 8:20 1:10 1-20 


I annex for comparison the measurements of four speci- 
mens of N. theomacha in the Norwich Museum :— 


Middle 

Wing. Tarsus. toe s. u. 
g. Andai, N.E. New Guinea .. 7:10 TEAK) 1:00 
er) Obie Maran yee aee: 7:25 1:15 0:90 
Q. doe e 7:60 1:10 1:00 


Not sexed, S.E. New Guinea .. 7°60 1:20 0°95 
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I may take this opportunity of mentioning another scarce 
Owl from Jobie Island, which has lately been acquired by 
the Norwich Museum, viz. Ninox dimorpha; this specimen, 
which has been marked by the collector as a female, 
measures—wing 8°75, tarsus 1°40, middle toe s. «u. 1°10. 

Captain Wardlaw Ramsay possesses a beautiful rufous Owl, 
a male, from Camorta Island in the Nicobar group, where it 
was obtained by Captain Wimberley on January 23, 1874, 
which I refer to Scops nicobaricus, described by Mr. Hume 
in ‘Stray Feathers,’ vol. iv. p. 283; but the plumage of the 
present specimen exhibits a more unbroken rufous than that 
deseribed by Mr. Hume—more unbroken, indeed, than that 
of any other rufous Owl which I remember to have exa- 
mined. 

Mr. Hume speaks of the “ crown and entire upper surface ” 
being “ more or less freckled and vermiculated with blackish 
brown, and with the feathers of the ruff on the sides of the 
neck and across the throat strongly marked with black.” 

All these black and blackish-brown markings and vermi- 
culations are absent from the present specimen, the entire 
plumage of which, both above and below, is of a bright rich 
rufous throughout, with the following exceptions only :—The 
lower scapulars are partly white, as in Scops sunia; the 
outer webs of the primaries are barred with blackish brown, 
aud those of the first four are sparsely ocellated on the 
external margin with fulvous white; the outer webs of the 
secondaries and tertials are similarly crossed with dark trans- 
verse bars, but less distinctly ; the inner webs of all the wing- 
feathers are broadly cross-barred with black, the interspaces 
being blackish, mingled, especially on the tertials, with ful- 
vescent rufous; the rectrices are cross-barred with blackish 
brown, the bars being most distinct on the inner webs of the 
lateral tail-feathers ; the bastard wing is markcd like the 
first four primaries, and the adjacent edge of the wing itself 
is very slightly mottled with white; there is also a slight 
mottling of pale fulvous and blackish brown on the under 
wing-coverts. I may add that the bristly feathers round the 
upper mandible (which are long and numerous) are whitish 
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on their basal portion, but rufous for the remainder of their 
length. 
The present specimen measures as under :— 


inches. 
BOR ENCORE het gles eae gins S A 5:80 
Mara es, cs ghey wie tatoo ei tees 0-90 
NAASE S. oseon arenen se ecda ssc 0:85 
aE E aos eae A A ss 0-60 


XVII.—Remarks on the Occurrence of the Egyptian Night- 
jar in Nottinghamshire. By J. H. Gurney, Jun. 


On the 23rd of June, 1883 (as recorded in ‘The Zoologist,’ 
p. 374), an Egyptian or Isabelline Nightjar (Caprimulgus 
egyptius) was shot near Mansfield, in Nottinghamshire, and 
is now in the fine British collection of Mr. Joseph Whitaker, 
who had it while still inthe flesh. Mr. H. E. Dresser figures 
two forms, the pale and the dark ; the difference is but slight, 
but it is apparently to the dark form that Mr. Whitaker’s 
bird belongs. Mr. Dresser says the range of the Egyptian 
Nightjar is not very extensive, Egypt and Nubia appearing 
to be its true home (‘ Birds of Europe,’ iv. p. 629). I believe 
I saw a good many in Egypt, but, strange to say, never shot 
one. From seeing them in April, evidently coming north 
with the migratory stream, I supposed them to be summer 
visitants; but as Mr. E. C. Taylor informs me of his having 
shot some in December 18538, and as I have lately seen an 
example obtained at Komombo on February 12th, 1882, by 
Mr. F. Worthington, it is quite evident that the species, 
though a true migrant, is found in Egypt at all seasons. 
How far south it goes is not known, but westwards 
Mr. Dresser mentions (l. c.) that he has identified specimens 
from Baluchistan and Turkestan. Strange to say, it has 
not been met with in Palestine, where, perhaps, its place is 
taken by C. asiaticus (C. tamaricis, Tristr.). The European 
occurrences, previous to the Nottinghamshire specimen now 
recorded, are Herr Gatke’s Heligoland example, obtained 
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